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Quote:

blueyoda wrote: "700+ sources? Sounds like an ADD's dream come true."

http://noneinc.com/tBSWM/tBSWM_FAQ.html#WhatMaterial

Quote:

nOmArch wrote: "sounds more like dyslexia with that spelling.”

http://noneinc.com/tBSWM/tBSWM_FAQ.html#Backslacpkping
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Quote:

Ghostcut wrote: "So this is kind of a mashup documentary thing about Backstroke of the
West (that infamous Chinese bootleg of Revenge of the Sith)? Or is it something more?"
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REVIEW: Thee Backslacpkping With Media by %20

As you probably have guessed, this is not your typical fanedit. It's a
documentary about Star Wars, yet that is not its mission. It's a
mashup yet its goal is not necessarely the entertainment value usually
associated with such edits. The best way I could describe this thing is
that it's a commentary on the current state of the media. No wait -
it's a mockumentary on the way we perceive media. No, that's not
exactly it. It's an extrapolation on how media will be fed to us
somewhere down the line in 20, 30 years. Actually, it is all these
things.

Thee Backslacpkping With Media is a meticulously assembled piece of
art which has so many levels of depths that it is almost impossible to
review in a conventional way. It is rather meant to be analyzed,
deconstructed and talked about endlessly. It is meant to make us
simultaneously examine the impact Star Wars has had on the way
movies are marketed; the way the media has handled the hype
surrounding the prequels; the way we assimilate information; the
current state of the internet and where it's headed; how corporations
are shaping modern copyright laws; how we perceive art and what is
"stealing" and what is "hommage" and what is derivative work and...
too many questions that I will not go into here, because that is not
the purpose of this review.

Concretely speaking, what is Thee Backslacpkping With Media? It is a
collage of snippets of interviews, reports, TV specials, internet
parodies and many, many different clips from 700+ sources
assembled by theme. It is the equivalent of doing a google search, for
example, for "star wars box office", and getting back the results in a
audio-visual linear format with clips lasting no more than 8 seconds
on average. It is an absolutely mind-numbing experience. It is not
meant to be watched in one sitting. It is enjoyable in ten minutes
chuncks, perhaps up to 20 minutes chunks if you're ADD enough.
Attempting to view the whole thing in one sitting will melt any sane
person's mind but I don't believe this is the editor's intention. More
than anything the whole project is a statement rather than a movie or
documentary. The editor calls it a documediamentary - a project so
bizarre that he even had to make up a new word to describe it.

The whole thing is a work of genius in my opinion - a window into the
future of how information will be processed and delivered to us
according to our particular interests and in an interactive fashion that
is very organic. It is a simulator of sorts of what it will feel like to
watch a tv show 20 years from now and being able to interact with
the contents according to our particular needs. Yet it is not quite that
experience since it is not custom made for us - it's a very passive
experience, the only possible interaction being our ability to skip to
the next chapter or choose the different subtitles or audio options. But
it's the closest approximation of what it will be like. I believe this is
something that will make it into the history books for its conceptual
audacity and visionary look into the evolution of our relationship with
information processing.

Ironically, it is almost unwatchable. As brilliant as it is conceptually,
watching more than 10 minutes is mentally exausting. It is too much
information thrown at us and our brain is unable to process it. The
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cutting is frenetic and it is unsuitable as an enjoyable experience for a
prolongued period of time. It is a novelty that you can show at a party
without the sound on - or something to get a discussion going if you
watch a little bit of it with friends. A discussion of what Star Wars has
done to movies, of how corporations are controlling information, or
any of the points that are detailed on the creator's web page (which is
a fascinating read). This is a rabbit hole and it is as deep as what the
viewer will decide to make it. Personally, I know I will be throwing
this in my DVD player from time to time, and I know I will be getting
weeks if not months of enjoyment out of it, discovering the many
ways to view it.

What I found the most enjoyable was to watch it with the chinglish
subtitles which are always funny and with the commentary track on.
The editor's insights are fascinating, even if delivered by a Hawking-
like robot voice. But wait - it's not a commentary track. It's snippets
from IMDB, from various message boards, a collection of different
quotes from various sources. Again, this is a deliberate choice on the
editor's part, forcing us to re-evaluate what is entertainement. Like
everything else involving this project, everything has been thought
thru and has a reason for existing, a meaning which we are to
discover and which will probably be different for every viewer. It is
not thru some kind of artistic choice that the editor named himself
%20, the computer equivalent of nothing; he wants to be invisible.
But no that's not it; he actually wants us to acknowledge that fact
and reflect upon it.

This will be met with very mixed reviews. Some will "get it", some
won't. Some will "get it" and hate it, some will not "get it" and love it.
This will provide a wide range of reactions and that is precisely what
the editor set out to do in my opinion. I am fairly certain he will enjoy
reading reviews which praise it as much as those that destroy it. This
is a labour of love, the first work of its kind and considering the
magnitude of it probably the last. Three years in the making, the
madness of indexing 700+ sources into something that is at the same
time coherant and chaotic, quite like what the internet is at the
moment.

I cannot give this a rating because there is nothing to compare this
edit to - it is, as far as I know, the first of its kind. If not it is
certainly the first project on such a huge scale and if I have to give it
a rating I'd say it is @ 1/10 as much as it is a 10/10. I cannot
recommend it because of its bizarre nature yet it is mandatory
watching for anybody with a brain. I will therefore arbitrarely give it a
5/10.

This edit is hereby approved.
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